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What is transpiration? 
Transpiration occurs when water in a plant 

is warmed by the sun, turns into vapor 
(evaporates) and passes through  

thousands of tiny pores (stomata) mostly 
on the underside of a leaf’s surface. 

• Drench the plant with compost tea, 
which will help nurture fungal relations, 
and improves water retention.

• Prune plants to reduce leaves; plants 
with fewer leaves have lower rates of 
transpiration and need less water.

Let true Mediterranean and  
California native plants go 
drought dormant. These  
plants evolved to withstand  
periods of low water availability, 
let them do what they do best.  
Once the rain returns, these 
plants will open up again  
and show off their beauty  
and resiliency.

Weed regularly to direct water   
to the targeted plant.

• Hand water early in the morning and  
make sure to give trees a good soak.  

• For trees within lawns, remove the grass 
and create a four-foot perimeter around  
the tree. Add mulch and a dedicated  
drip irrigation line.

• Remember, our beautiful, native California 
Oak trees don’t like summer watering.

Clay soil

Trees //

What is compost tea?
Compost teas are a great way to 

give your plants the nutrients they 
need without having to shovel 

and carry heavy loads of compost 
around your yard. Compost tea  

is full of beneficial bacteria,  
fungi and other nutrients.

Shrubs/Flowers/Groundcovers //
• Water deeply and early in the morning
	 • Check the weather and choose the 

coolest and most overcast day of the 
week to water. Plants prefer a weekly 
deep watering over more frequent 
shorter watering.

• Replace your sprinkler system with  
drip irrigation, which is more efficient 
and often not subject to watering  
restrictions.

• Brown is the NEW Green
	 • By brown we mean MULCH. Mulch around your  

plants retains water and soil moisture and extends  
your watering day(s). 

	 • Do not irrigate mulch; pull it away from plants when 
watering and then put back into place once watered.

• Shade your plants where possible
	 • Shaded plants need less water.  

Shading can be done with sun  
cloth, canopy tents or umbrellas.

Add clay into your planting mix 
to improve soil’s water holding 
capacity. If your soil is very sandy, 
skip this step.

Clay soil that is 
 made up of small, 

flat mineral particles 
or pieces helps retain 

more water. 
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