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Appendix A
Notice of Preparation and

Comments Received
Appendix A contains the following materials:

• Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report
(September 2005);

• Summary of oral comments received during the public scoping meeting (held on
September 14, 2005); and

• Written comments received on the NOP (four letters were received as listed in Table
A-1).

Table A-1
List of Written Comments Received on the Notice of Preparation

Date Commentor

9/20/2005 Michael Prather
Owens Valley Committee

9/28/2005
Stephen Jenkins, Assistant Chief
California State Lands Commission, Division of
Environmental Planning and Management

10/6/2005 Phil McDowell, Interim Director
Inyo County Water Department

11/1/2005 Alan Miller, Chief, North Basin Regulatory Unit
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board

Summary of Oral Comments Received at the Public Scoping Meeting

A public scoping meeting was held on September 14, 2005 at the City of Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power offices in Bishop for the Lower Owens River Project Draft
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report.  In addition to LADWP and consultant staff,
attendees included Michael Prather (Owens Valley Committee) and Greg James (Inyo County).
Bird survey data were submitted at the meeting by Mr. Prather, which is included in this
appendix.  The following oral comments and questions were received during the meeting:

• When will document be ready?

• Who was on the mailing list for the NOP?

• Impacts would occur outside of the LORP area (on State lands).

• Concerned about depicting the existing biological conditions adequately, especially for
birds.  Data have been collected by Audubon, volunteers, and PRBO.  Concerned that
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PRBO studies were targeted for certain species such as snowy plover and PRBO studies
occurred at a time when study area (for the Supplemental EIR) was dry.  Study area
usually dries up in May.  Water does not start coming out the end till it cools down.
PRBO studies looked more into the vegetated Delta because there are no outflows when
they surveyed.  Commentor will submit bird data that covers the study area in the winter.
In addition, at least one season’s worth of surveys October through May should be
completed, unless there are other available data for the winter period.  Commentor will
ask others such as Audubon, although they do not necessarily walk out to the study area
there when there is water.  If there are data on birds other than PRBO report, they should
be cited.

• Regarding flow conditions, photographs would be able to cover some information, but
there is no gage there.  Uncertain how one can quantify that flow.

• With respect to the dust control shallow flood areas, it is appropriate to say that they are
part of the existing conditions.  However, unless there is dedicated mitigation in
perpetuity in the dust control areas, dust control zone cannot be used mitigate impacts in
study area.  Dust control method may be changed to gravel.

• Will Inyo County be a responsible agency?

• Nutrient flows need to be quantified (productivity for algae and flies).  Dust control zones
grow a lot of flies and have birds, but they don’t have the nutrient load that the study area
(river) gets.

• It would be important for Inyo County to know when the Supplemental EIR would be
completed so that County could adopt the document.

• Will there be any primary research for algae and brine flies?  David Herbst at Sierra
Nevada Aquatic Research Lab would be the expert for insects.

• This year, the outflow area was under water because of the high water year.  But water
retreats quickly when it gets warmer then the brine flies start hatching.  The importance
of the area is a little bit in the fall and in the winter.  There are hundreds of ducks, some
shorebirds.  In April, there are good numbers of shorebirds (migrants, sandpipers)  when
there is some outflow still.











Submitted by Mike Prather at LORP SEIR NOP Scoping Meeting, 9/14/2005














































































