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MoJave Desert-Mountalll Resource
Conservation & Development Council

1525 N. Norma St Suite C
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

(760) 446-1974 Fax (760) 446-3743

Executive Committee: January 13, 2003

Pete Lounsbury, President
Donna 11IomQ.1. Vice PrB3iJent

Alis Clausen. Secretary
Marie Br48near. Treasurer

Sponsors:
Mr. Clarence Martin
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
300 Mandich Street
Bishop, California 93514
Fax: (760) 873-0266

Dear Mr. Martin,

Resource Conse-rvation Dislridl:
An/elope Valley RCD
Easten! Ken! RCD
Inyo-Mono RCD
Mojave Desel1 RCD
Tehachapi RCD

County Governmenl:
Inyo CounlJl
Kern ColOllJl
Los Angeles COUrllJl
San Bernardino ColOllJl

Local Govemmtnt:
California City
City ofRidgecreat
City ofTehachapi

Indidn Tribes:
Lone Pine Paiute-Shoshone
Reservalion
Chemehuevi Indian Tribe

CJlamNn olCommnu.:
Lone Pine Chamber

01 Commerce
Lucerne Valley Chamber

01 Commerce
Trona Chamber of Commerce

Others:
An/elope Valley Board

of Trade
Califomja City Eoonomic

Development
In)O-Mono (1M.4CA)
IWV 2000
IndiCUI Wells Valley Air}'(1rt

District
Indian Wells Valle)! Water District
Kern River Va/ley

Revlrallzarion,Inc.
Lucerne Valley Economic

Develapmenr Association
Mines Exploratiorr, Inc.
Mojave Warer Agency
San Bernardino COURty

Fann Bureau
Searles Valley MWliclpal

AdviSory Council
Soulhem California EdiSon

At an Executive Committee meeting of the Mojave Desert-Mountain
Resource Conservation and Development Council held on December 13,
2002 I was authorized to write a letter stating two concerns that some of
our Council members have brought to our attention regarding the Draft
Environmental Impact Report and Environmental Impact Statement for the
Lower Owens River Project in Inyo County, California.

As Chair of the Education Committee for the Mojave Desert-
Mountain Resource Conservation and Development Council, I am quite
surprised to find that there is no educational component included in your
document for the project. There is a great potential and need for
developing infonnational brochures and fact sheets regarding wetland and
aquatic habitats, riparian habitats, shorebird habitats and fish, waterfowl
and wildlife species that will benefit from the implementation of the
project. Perhaps the educational component for the plan could be
developed and included as part of the habitat conservation plan. As I
understand from reading the Draft EIR/EIS document issued November 1,
2002, the habitat conservation plan will be completed later as a separate
document. Is that correct? If not, then I would recommend that an
educational component be added as part of the EIR/EIS for the Lower
Owens River Project.

A second concern regards the potential increase and spread of
sahcedar, an invasive non-native weed, which will occur as a resulL of the
conversion of native upland habitats to wetlands and the releasing of water
to the Lower Owens River to enhance native and game fisheries and
riparian habitats along 62 miles of the river. Since there is an effort already
underway through the Eastern Sierra Weed Management Area to work
toward the control and elimination of saltcedar through bio-control and

Contact:
Jack Wright
MD-M RC&D Coordinator
760-446-1974

JII..fl!iuvc 1>""",./-,1.('II/III(lill N(iW progrl/1I1.1 WId s"n1cl!S arl' t'ffereJ Oil a IIUlld..,"ri,n;/jQIUI:.. bI7.1i,', ,.;/11,,"1 r"j/rIr,II" r"..e. ",I/or. /j1l/1"",,1 "rig;'"

"PI do'" n"" r"/i"io/j maritol.flll/Uf. Jlslibtltl)', political b"/it:r. or s",ual Clri""luliu'l.
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other methods, I am sony that the Draft EIR/EIS does not support such a goal. In fact the
document states that there is no funding available through the project to deal with the issue and
that funding will nced to be found elsewhere. The spread of saltcedar win ultimately affect the
water flows as well as degrade the habitats currently in existence and the ones you are seeking to
increase and enhance. The land management plan should include practices and alternatives for

dealing with invasive non-native species.
Thank you for the uppor~ to comment.

Sincerely,

~ ~~.)~~ '-. """~\)Sm~~ ...

Donna C. Thomas, Vice~President
Mojave Desert-Mountain Resource Conservation and Development Council
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