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CehteJr for Biological Diversity
Protecting and restoring endangered species and wild places of North America and

the Pacific through science, policy, edu,:-ation, citizen acti'lism and en'lironmentallaw.

January 14, 2003

LADWP
300 Mandich St., Bishop CA 93514
760.873.0266 fax

On behalf of our over 7,500 members in California and the nation, we offer these comments on
the Lower Owens River Project (LORP) draft EIR. This project offers great potential to restore
62 miles of the river, but on1~r if water flows and land management practices are sufficient to
protect and restore native ecosystems.

We generally support, and incorporate by reference, the comments of the Owens Valley
Committee and Sierra Club, with clarifications below of the Center's position on livestock
grazing. We stand with thes~: public-interest organizations in strong support of Owens River
restoration, and are ready to back them up in court if necessary to ensure a final EIR that truly
restores the river and the endangered species that depend on it.

Livestock grazing must be fully eliminated and kept out of the riparian corridor by strong barriers
such as fencing -the river itself and at least 100 meters from each bank. Water gaps should not
be allowed. Any fencing to exclude livestock should be of wildlife-friendly design (smooth wire
bottom, etc.) to ensure native wildlife can access the river.

Livestock severely degrade rivers, especially in arid areas such as the Owens Valley, trampling
banks causing erosion and sedimentation, defecating in the water and hanDing water quality,
eating cottonwoods, willows and other native vegetation -harming riparian forest health and
regeneration. Livestock also introduce and sustain non-native invasive species, such as salt cedar
and cowbirds, both of which degrade habitat for endangered species including the Least Bell's
vireo and Southwestern willow flycatcher.

Livestock must be fully removed from the LORP arc~a to ensure the project meets its stated goals
of wildlife conservation and rec;overy.

Motor vehicles and roads should also be removed the river corridor for many of the same reasons
livestock grazing should be eliminated.

Please keep us fully informed on LORP progress and send us the fmal EIR when it is available.

Sincerely, OJ SJ D~;~~=::J- -
y~ "'. r~ RECE

Daniel R. Patterson, Desert Ecologist
IVED

JAN 1 4 2003

AQUEDUCT MANAGER
BISHa> ADMINISTRATIVE G"FK:E

Tucson. Idyllwild .Silver City. phoenix. Oakland. Bozeman. Buxton NC .San Diego. Sitka

DANIEL R. PATTERSON, DESERT ECOLOGIST
POB 493 IDYLLWILD CALIFORNIA 92549
909.659.6053 x 306 TEL / 659.2484 FAXDPATTERSON@BIOLOGICALillVERSITY.ORG 

.WWW.BIOLOGICALillVERSITY.ORG
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